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and the realization of the individual in the consciousness of
being part of a splendid whole. They came back, those who did
come back, to suffer perpetual nostalgia in a world from which
these things were missing, and so they stood in peace-time for
the preservation of the spirit of the line. They saw the nation as
a unity like the company, men under discipline led by men
under discipline, a solidarity in which there was neither competi-
tion nor internecine struggle, but only mutual loyalty and mutual
support. While the former saw the future as change, the latter
saw it as conservation, but the object of the change and the
conservation were the same thing—the classless state, the true
Communist state. The former is the attempt to realize a new
social unity by works, the latter the attempt to realize a deeper
social unity by faith, but each needed the other as do any two
movements which depend the one on the force of discipline, the
other on the discipline of force. They complemented each other
perfectly, and together they could have constituted the revolu-
tionary impulse, the revolutionary movement of the kind that the
age, an age of transition cursed at once with too many faiths and
too little faith, needed most, the great forward-driving creative force.
But unfortunately there were other Richmonds in the field. In
1919 revolution and counter-revolution already stood face to
face, and the two tendencies drifted apart to these. It was inevit-
able, for with all its grotesquerie and bloodshed 1919 was in its
own way a heroic period; there is all the gulf that separates the
man from the marionette, between the Freikorps man and the
Red Guard of 1919, and the Storm Trooper and the Red Front
Fighter of 1932. We have seen what happened to these, seen
them develop into Fascism and Communism, and we know what
happened to Fascism and Communism. Fascism, in essence
and origin the attempt to preserve the spirit of the line,* started
* Cf. even Mussolini's article on Fascism in the Encidopedia Italiana (ad
init.}. Fascism, is not the party of youth as it is often called; if it is anything,
it is the party of men who were young in 1918. It may not be impertinent to
point out that Hitler at forty-five would be as good as ineligible for a post on
the Daily Mail which deifies him, and that Mussolini at fifty-one would not
be considered for a post by big business, much of which regards him very
much as the savage regards a ju-ju—except, of course, on the board of directors,1
that last stronghold where age is venerated.

